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HANUMANGARH: HISTORY COMES ALIVE

Formerly the kingdom of Bhati kings, Hanumangarh was originally called Bhatner. However, when Raja Suraj Singh of
Bikaner captured the city he rechristened it ‘Hanumangarh'. The reason being that the city was won on a Tuesday, a
day considered auspicious to the Hindu god Hanuman. The Hanumangarh area is steeped in history and is believed to
have once been part of the Indus Valley Civilization. This region was also important due to its location on Delhi-Multan
highway as traders from Central Asia, Sindh and Kabul used to travel to Delhi and Agra via Bhatner. Several artefacts,
coins and even entire buildings belonging to the era have been found upon excavation in the area.

TEMPLE OF SHRIGOGAJI =

= ===

At around 120 km from the city 0 The temple was built in his honour

[ The temple is marked with

of Hanumangarh, lies the
Temple of Shri Gogaiji.

O Legend has it that Gogaji was a
warrior who possessed spiritual
powers and he is also referred to
as the ‘God of Snakes’.

almost 900 years ago by Bikaner’s
Maharaja Shri Ganga Singh and
stands on an elevated mount.

0 What's particularly interesting
about the temple is its mix of Muslim
and Hindu styles of architecture.

stunning engravings and

houses a beautiful statue of
Gogaji on horseback, with a lance in
his hand and a snake around his neck.

O People of all faiths visit the temple especially during
the Gogamedi festival.

BHATNER FORT

A spot that's a must-visit for
archaeology buffs, Kalibangan
is famous for the site where
relics from the Indus Valley
Civilization were unearthed.

O The relics belong to the
Harappan and pre-Harappan
settlements from the year
2500 BC.

O Excavations at Kalibangan
have revealed Harappan seals,
human skeletons, unknown
scripts, stamps, copper

bangles, beads, coins, toys,
terracotta and shells.

0 Another place to visit here is
the Archaeological Museum,
which was set up in 1983 to
house findings from an
excavation conducted on the
Harappan site during 1961-1969.

Considered to be one of
the oldest forts in India,
the Bhatner Fort or
Hanumangarh Fort is
located on the banks of
the river Ghaggar.

0O The museum here houses
three galleries - the pre-
Harappan one, and two
devoted to Harappan
artefacts

O The importance of the
fort can be gauged from
the fact that Emperor
Akbar mentioned it in
Ain-e-Akbari.

O The fort was built around 1700
years ago by Bhupat, the son of
Jaisalmer’s King Bhatti and has
withstood the ravages of time
and war extremely well.

00 Many fearsome rulers including
Timur and Prithviraj Chauhan
tried to capture the fort, but such
was its strength that for
centuries no one succeeded at
getting their hands on it.
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